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Contact the rabbi: Rabbi Joseph is always available by 
appointment. He can be reached at the Temple office, or 
by cell phone (352-562-9723), or by e-mail (rabbijoseph@
shirshalom.net). He is out of the office while it is closed 
during the coronavirus crisis, but he will respond quickly to 
your communications. 

Temple Office Hours
The Temple office is closed until further notice due to 
the coronavirus crisis. Telephone and email messages 
are being handled remotely, and regular mail is being 
collected.

Temple Board meetings and minutes
Temple Board meetings are generally held on the second Tuesday of each 
month starting at 7:00 pm; all Temple members are welcome. Board  
minutes are available upon request to all members from the Temple Office.

Dear Fellow Congregants and 
Friends,

I want to make you aware that 
Temple Shir Shalom is still here,  
and “virtually” doing everything 
we can to keep our Religious 
School children engaged, our 
Torah scholars learning, and our 
Shabbat services inspiring.  

Although we cannot see each other face-to-face or share  
a glass of wine and piece of challah, our Rabbi has  
continued to provide us with opportunities to connect. 

We wish you all strength, patience, good laughs, and 
special time together. This cannot last forever, and when 
it is safe to congregate, we will have the opportunity to 
fist bump and see smiles, face-to-face. 

Please check our Temple website, www.shir.shalom.
net, for upcoming events. Also check Jewish Council of 
North Central Florida website for other upcoming virtual 
events.

Marcia Storch

From the President... From the Rabbi...
Smart or stupid, long overdue or grossly premature, 
healthy or unhealthy—no matter what you are thinking 
about recent events, it is clear that our period of intense 
quarantine is coming to an end. Yet even if we knew for 
sure that the next few months will be reasonably healthy, 
it would still be a terrible injustice to think only of going 
back to normal.

The Jewish people has survived far more and far worse 
catastrophes than the novel coronavirus, and each time, 
our survival has been assured by our insistence that 
our world not be allowed to simply go back to the old 
normal. After the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, 
we did not simply wait around hoping for its restoration; 
we created a decentralized and adaptive Judaism for the 
Diaspora. We did not fade away after the expulsion from 
Spain; we established, or re-established, communities in 
the New World and the Muslim world. After the Holo-
caust we did not wait to be allowed back into post-Nazi 
Europe; we built a Jewish state in the Middle East. As 
a people we have always concentrated our efforts on 
tikkun olam, not simply on restoring the world, but on 
improving and perfecting it, on creating a better world 
for all of God's creatures. 

And so, too, now: we cannot be satisfied as Jewish  
human beings with simply reopening our shopping 
malls, restaurants, and sports arenas—as satisfying as 
these actions will be. Our long-term survival as Jews 
demands that we make the world a better place, not just 
the same old place. And yes, this means bringing our 
Jewish beliefs into our politics. 

I do not know the best way to provide universal health 
care insurance to our country, and it would be improper 
for me to advocate particular policies from the pulpit. 
But I do know that a system that makes health care  
insurance contingent on stable employment makes no 
sense in a country where 30 million jobs can disappear 
overnight. My Jewish commitment to a just society 
demands my advocacy for a better system than we have 
today. 
continued on page 4
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Thanks to these members and friends of Temple 
Shir Shalom for their February and March 2020  
donations (please note that acknowledgements may lag up to two months 
behind donations)

Temple Shir Shalom thanks you for your support

General Fund
Julia & Charles Egan
Eloise Harman & Bette Ginsburg
Andrew & Sharon Hirshik:
 in honor of Jonathan King
 in honor of the comfort that Rabbi Joseph provides
Irene Kellner
Steve & Randy Kraft, for Sustaining Membership
Harry Krop & Dawn Burgess-Krop
Maurice & Nicole Levy:
 in memory of Perla Marrache
 in memory of Marcus Levy 
 in memory of Julia Belner
Jeremy & Amy Melker, in memory of Rosalind Melker
Nancy & Robert Parks, for Sustaining Membership
Vera Rabino:
 in honor of Paul Richards’ opera being staged
 in honor of Ellen Siegel
Arnie & Kara Sair
Anthony & Shelley Salzman
Claudia Singerman, in memory of Herbert H. David
Jackie Watson
Mark Werner & Yana Banks, for Sustaining Membership
Marc & Lisa Zumberg
Shifra Armon & William Little, in memory of Harold Armon
Adela Beckerman & Leonard Fontana:
 in memory of Feiga Beckerman Peller
Alisa Raskin
Bernard Zeldin, in memory of Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Robert & Judith Erickson:
 in memory of Morris Berger  
 in memory of Natalie Light-Weiss
 in memory of Mitzi,Simon, and Jenny Weiss
Betty Jacobson
Madalyn Reiter, in memory of Gary M Lang
Lee Schwartz & Ann-Marie Magne
Ellen Siegel
Alyssa Zucker & Joyce Kosak:
 in honor of Sam’s preparation for B-Mitzvah

Sandra Durham, in memory of Lula B. Morrison Odom
Gloria Storch, in honor of Marcia and Henry Storch
Religious School 
Sharon Jacobs, in memory of Dorothy Auerbach
Carolyne Freeman
Aner & Sarit Sela:
 thanking Rabbi and congregation for outreach
Jack Hurov and Lorne Hurov, in memory of Marilyn Weinstein
Sisterhood
Maureen Cales & Keith Spencer
Kenneth & Patricia Heilman
Steve & Randy Kraft
Jamie Menczer
Lee Schwartz & Ann-Marie Magne
Scarf Design
Lee Schwartz & Ann-Marie Magne
Ellen Siegel
Henry & Marcia Storch, in memory of Dolores Newman

Mazal Tov! to Peyton Acosta, granddaughter of Eddie 
and Beverly Gilbert, who graduated from the  
University of Jacksonville with a bachelor’s degree in 
Political Science and Psychology and was named the 
student of the year in the University’s Division of Social 
Sciences. Peyton will begin a master’s and specialist’s 
program in clinical counseling at UF in the fall. 

Mazal Tov! to Anita and John Prager on the marriage of 
their granddaughter Hannah Stransner to Sean  
Kerstetter.  After many changed plans due to COVID, 
Hannah and Sean were married in their living room on 
March 25 by their pastor.  

A reminder of some of the nice things that happen when we can be together!
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Pets love Lisa!
and their owners do, too

Lisa Levine
517-242-9522

petslovelisa2@gmail.com
in-home pet sitting & house sitting

In addition to her usual, pet-related services, Lisa is available as 
a personal grocery shopper and errand-runner.

February & March Oneg Hosts
Shifra Armon & William Little

Jamie Menczer
Zachary Selden and Amie Kreppel

Nancy & Gary Kanter
Alyssa Zucker & Joyce Kosak

Adela & Leonard Beckerman Fontana
Lynne & Robert Holt

Egan Family

Here are some options for monetary donations: 
*Working Food and the Community Foundation of North 
Central Florida: keeping food on people’s tables is the 
focus of Working Food, by supporting local farmers, 
farmers' markets, and farm-to-table restaurants;  
providing meaningful work for physically and mentally 
challenged individual; and maintaining a heritage seed 
library. 
* The Education Foundation: providing healthy food for 
students of Alachua County schools.
* Bread of the Mighty Food Bank
* St. Francis House
* Grace Marketplace
* Peaceful Paths

Community service opportunities
Dear Friends:

In this issue of the printed Shofar, we are highlighting 
organizations that are working hard to keep the beauty 
and compassion of our community intact. Please  
consider donating or giving your business to these  
organizations and vendors. And because this is hardly an 
exhaustive list, please send me more recommendations 
that I will publicize in our electronic and printed  
materials.

Rabbi Michael Joseph

Organic grower Swallowtail Farm is partnering with 
Working Food to help families in need during this  
difficult time. If you'd like to help a family in need, 
please consider paying it forward. For each $15 gift 
purchase, they will donate a “Farmer's Choice Veggie 
Bag” to a family in need. In addition, Swallowtail and 
other organic growers have organized a “drive-up” 
farmer’s market on Wednesday afternoons near down-
town. Look online for Swallowtail Farm, Siembra Farm, 
and Frogsong Organics. And, of course, don’t forget our 
own Rose Koenig and Tom Mirti—Rosie’s Organic Farm 
continues to operate at the Haile Farmer’s Market on 
Saturday mornings.

Pay it forward with Swallowtail Farm

Consider patronizing these (and other) locally-owned  
restaurants that remain open for take-out and provisions:

Join Rabbi Joseph for 
an online coffee break 
on Wednesdays from 

1:00-1:45 pm

(for the duration, and  
perhaps beyond...)

see our website and weekly e-mails 

for Zoom invitations
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Leap Into Spring Contradance
Whether at our practice session on February 2 or the 
event itself on February 29, Temple members and 
friends enjoyed an amazing experience “leaping into 
spring.” Many, many thanks to Kim Feigenbaum and the 
Fundraising Committee

I do not know the best way to nurture and support our 
elders, and it would be improper for me to advocate 
particular policies from the pulpit. But I do know that it 
is cruel to warehouse millions of old people in under-
funded and understaffed nursing homes where they are 
sitting ducks for the next pandemic, let alone a simple 
power outage. My Jewish commitment to a compassionate 
society demands my advocacy for a better system than 
we have today.

I do not know the best way to protect our society from 
crime, and it would be improper for me to advocate 
particular policies from the pulpit. But I do know that is 
cruel and unusual punishment to incarcerate millions of 
non-violent offenders in medieval conditions that could 
not be better designed to produce misery and  
propogate disease. My Jewish commitment to a just and  
compassionate society demands my advocacy for a  

better system than we have today.

There is little doubt that every single one of us will be 
relieved and encouraged by a little bit more normalcy—
personally, I’m waiting with bated breath for baseball to 
return. But it would be a dereliction of our deeply J 
ewish responsibilities to simply be satisfied with a return 
to the “old normal.” Our Jewish commitments demand 
that we come out of our quarnatines to advocate for a 
better world than we live in today.

Rabbi Michael Joseph

From the Rabbi, continued...
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FOR LEASE
1 & 2 room Executive Office Suites
in the Highly Desirable Millhopper District

•Starting at $149 a month•
•Everything is Included•

•Month to Month Agreement•
Miriam Steinberg

352-240-5222
miriamsteinberg@steinbergproperties.com

www.miriamsteinbergproperties.com

352-373-7513

Sam SuSkin
Licensed ReaL estate agent

suskin ReaLty inc.
3131 nW 13th avenue suite 6
gainesviLLe, FL 32609

sam@suskinReaLty.com
oFFice@suskinReaLty.com

Guitar-Piano-Bass-Voice
Music lessons with Gidon Herman

at Temple or your home

gidonherman00@gmail.com
facebook.com/GidonHermanMusic

—10% off on all repairs with this advertisement —
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The Shofar newsletter is published by Temple Shir Shalom eleven months of the year. Advertisement space in the Shofar is 
available for a specific rate upon request and approval. All articles for inclusion in the Shofar must be received at the Temple 
office or by e-mail no later than the 15th day of each month prior to publication. For information, please contact the Temple 
office at 352-371-6399 or office@shirshalom.net.
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