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From the President...
Dear Friends:
As happy as I am to be with you in Gainesville throughout December, I am also a bit sad to be missing the
Union for Reform Judaism Biennial in Chicago, attended
by over 5,000 North American Reform Jews. Much of
the conference is being live-streamed, and I heard this
song called “I Have a Voice” by Cantor Elana Arian,
whose words I pray we can live by in this new year:
I will open my eyes
I will not look away
I will use this gift I’ve been given everyday.
I have a voice
My voice is powerful
My voice can change the world.
I will give of myself
I will reach out my hand
I will use this heart I’ve been given to take a stand.
I have a voice.
My voice is powerful.
My voice can change the world.
I will use this strength I’ve been given
To be a light.
I have a voice.
My voice is powerful.
My voice can change the world.

Contact the rabbi: Rabbi Joseph is always available by

appointment. He can be reached at the Temple office, or
by cell phone (352-562-9723), or by e-mail (rabbijoseph@
shirshalom.net). He is usually at Temple on Tuesday
mornings, and Tuesday through Thursday afternoons. It is a
good idea to call before stopping by!

Temple Office Hours

Monday		
10:00 am–4:00 pm
Tuesday 		
9:00 am–1:00 pm
Wednesday 		
by appointment
Thursday 		
10:00 am–4:00 pm
Friday 			
9:00 am–1:00 pm
Hours listed are approximate; it is best to call ahead.
Appointments at other times can often be accommodated.
Temple Shir Shalom

...

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm:
January 15 and 22
February 5, 12, and 19.

Right?

Rabbi Joseph’s Winter 2020 series of adult education
classes will focus on the theme of communal
responsibility, and specifically this: what is our
responsibility to our community for injustice and shortcomings which we did not ourselves commit? We all
acknowledge a level of community responsibility when
we pay our taxes for schools and roads, for instance,
for police and courts. But what is our responsibility for
poverty in our community? For racism or homophobia or
gender discrimination? How hard do we have to work
to overcome the legacy of slavery and Jim Crow? Once
we buy ourselves fuel-efficient cars or install a few solar
panels, how much deeper is our responsibility for climate
change? We will examine these questions from the point
of view of Jewish text and tradition, trying to help us set
a proper course for ourselves individually and as a Jewish community. This series WILL NOT be about
contemporary politics and policy, but it WILL be about
our obligations in the contemporary world.
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Temple Shir Shalom thanks you for your support
Thanks to these members and friends of Temple
Shir Shalom for their November 2019 donations
(please note that acknowledgements may lag up to two months behind donations)

General Fund

Adela Beckerman & Leonard Fontana
in memory Adela Wasserman-Herzberg
Kenneth & Patricia Heilman
in honor of Marcia & Hank's anniversary
Marc & Kaye Linden
in honor of Ben Joseph's engagement
in memory of Helene Thomson
David & Harriett Pawliger, sustaining membership
Izzy & Rosiland Shever in honor of the Storch's anniversary
Ellen Siegel in memory of Ben Eisenstadt

High Holiday Pledge
Robert & Lynne Holt
Stefanie Lord
Arnie & Kara Sair
David Schulson

Memorial Bars

Harvey & Diane Steiner
donated by the Steiner Family in memory of Joshua Steiner

Tree of Life

donated by Joy, Layla, Avi, Vela & Gabriel
in memory of Joshua Steiner

Religious School Fund
Julia & Charles Egan
Andrea Williams

Rabbi’s Discretionery Fund

Cindy Craig
David & Harriett Pawliger in memory of Daniel deNoyelles
Lee Schwartz & Ann-Marie Magne
in memory of Alphonse J. Magne
David & Mary Sheps in memory of Jack Sheps
Ingrid Soled in memory of Alex Soled

Full Time Rabbi Fund

Irene Kellner
in honor of Nikki Salzman and HIAS
in memory of Daniel DeNoyelles

Fall Fundraiser (Trivia Night)

Shifra Armon & William Little
Eric & Sharon Ascher
Maureen Cales & Keith Spencer
Joshua & Amy Carson
Cindy Craig
Joel & Yulien Cruz-Davis
Julia & Charles Egan
Kim Feigenbaum & Alan Geering
Suzy Herzog & Harvie Nachlinger
James & Catherine Ipser
Rabbi Michael & Debbie Joseph
Irene Kellner
Rosalie Koenig & Thomas Mirti
Steve & Randy Kraft
Ronnie Lovler
Henry & Rina Luban
Howard Malatzky & Susan Carr
Joanne & Ruth McIlhenny
Jamie Menczer
David & Harriett Pawliger
Vera Rabino
Rachel Ragovin & Joseph Benton
Robert & Leslie Roseman
Ellen Siegel
Heath Silberfeld
Sonya Stahl
Jane Stanley
Connie & Robert Stern
Mark Werner & Yana Banks
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November Oneg Hosts

Heath Silberfeld
Jamie Menczer
Alyssa Zucker & Joyce Kosak
Marcia & Henry Storch
Ann-Marie Magne & Lee Schwartz
Efron Family
Linda Lewis & Cliff Levin
Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat at Temple Shir Shalom is a
wonderful way to share a happy occasion with our
congregation, or even to share the memories of our
beloved who have died. If you have a special occasion
such as a birthday, anniversary, or yahrzeit, please
consider hosting an Oneg. There are simple guidelines,
and if you would like a co-host, Marcia Storch will help
you find one. There is a Sign Up Genius on the Temple
website under “Membership, Onegs, and Policies.”

Thank You Thank You Thank You
To those who donated holiday gifts and wrapped them for
Pineridge Center students and
Ronald McDonald House residents
To the members of our wonderful new Green Team
Alyssa Zucker and Joyce Kosak
for opening their home for our Temple Chanukah party

“Leap into Spring” Contra Dance Evening
Saturday,
29,much
2020fun...
It could
be you February
having this
at the Temple Shir Shalom

“Leap into Spring” Contra Dance Evening
Saturday, February 29, 2020

5:00pm concert–5:30pm dancing–7:00pm dinner
$75.00/person; RSVP by Feb. 20 to Temple office

Contra dancing is social dancing that is fun for everyone, with no partners
necessary. The music is live, and the dances are explained, walked through,
and called. No experience necessary. Wear comfortable clothes (especially
shoes), and come ready for a fun, adventurous, and delicious evening.
Dinner catered by Ibti!

5:00pm concert–5:30pm dancing–7:00pm dinner
$75.00/person; RSVP by Feb. 20 to Temple office

Live Music
— Professional Caller — No Experience Necessary
Contra dancing is social dancing that is fun for everyone, with no partners

opportunities:
necessary. The musicSponsorship
is live, and the dances
are explained, walked through,
This is Temple’s
mostNoimportant
fundraiser
of the
year.
Please consider
a sponsor!
and called.
experience
necessary.
Wear
comfortable
clothesbecoming
(especially
Platinum: $1000.00,
includes
event
tickets
Silver: $500.00,
includes
two event
tickets
shoes),
andfour
come
ready
for a fun, adventurous,
and
delicious
evening.
Gold: $750.00, includes two event tickets
Bronze: $350.00, includes two event tickets
Dinner catered
by Ibti!
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Join Temple’s “Green Team” Today!
When our wonderful new Temple member Ellen Siegel
asked Gainesville Regional Utilities to perform an energy
audit of Temple Shir Shalom, she was shocked to learn
about our wastefully high energy consumption—and
the enormous bill that comes with it! Recognizing that
changes could be made to reduce both our energy
consumption and costs for Temple, Ellen decided to
create the TSS “Green Team.”
Our Green Team is invested making a difference on several fronts, including but not limited to installing energysaving smart thermostats, educating the congregation
on climate change action, and initiating interfaith efforts
to reduce carbon footprints throughout Gainesville.
While the Green Team is already taking steps towards
these goals, we need your help! Are you hoping to
make TSS environmentally friendly? Are you committed
to taking tangible action to stop climate change? Do
you want to preserve the planet for your children and
grandchildren? Then join your fellow congregants at the
TSS Green Team today! Please contact Ellen Siegel at
boodog301@bellsouth.net for more information and to
sign up for our email list.
Jane Stanley
Green Team Communications Coordinator

Seen at our
Religious
School
Chanukah
Party
Many thanks
to Ross Van
Boven, faculty
members, and
parents who
worked together
to create a
wonderful
Chanukah
experience for
our Temple children
on Sunday, December
15.
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Temple Board meetings and minutes

Temple Board meetings are generally held on the second Tuesday of each
month starting at 7:00 pm; all Temple members are welcome. Board
minutes are available upon request to all members from the Temple Office.

Shabbat service and
Oneg honoring new
Temple members and
friends

Friday, January 10
7:00 pm

Temple Sisterhood
Temple Shir Shalom’s Sisterhood is an energetic group
of women who provide spiritual, inspiring, educational
and fun activities to the women of TSS. Everyone is
welcomed to attend any or all of our events. No dues
required, but we do encourage donations. Join us on
our journey to create connections, make new friends,
and build our Temple community.

Pets love Lisa!

and their owners do, too

Lisa Levine

517-242-9522
petslovelisa2@gmail.com
in-home pet sitting & house sitting

Guitar-Piano-Bass-Voice
Music lessons with Gidon Herman
at Temple or your home
gidonherman00@gmail.com
facebook.com/GidonHermanMusic

FOR LEASE

1 & 2 room Executive Office Suites

in the Highly Desirable Millhopper District

•Starting at $149 a month•
•Everything is Included•
•Month to Month Agreement•

Miriam Steinberg
352-240-5222

miriamsteinberg@steinbergproperties.com
www.miriamsteinbergproperties.com

—10% off on all repairs with this advertisement—

352-373-7513

Sam SuSkin
Licensed ReaL estate agent

suskin ReaLty inc.
3131 nW 13th avenue suite 6
gainesviLLe, FL 32609

sam@suskinReaLty.com
oFFice@suskinReaLty.com
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The Shofar newsletter is published by Temple Shir Shalom eleven months of the year. Advertisement space in the Shofar is
available for a specific rate upon request and approval. All articles for inclusion in the Shofar must be received at the Temple
office or by e-mail no later than the 15th day of each month prior to publication. For information, please contact the Temple
office at 352-371-6399 or office@shirshalom.net.
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